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Friday 25% April 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have enjoyed a wonderful first few days of the summer
term and it has been lovely to see the children enjoying being
back in school and playing out with their friends.

We hope you have enjoyed a wonderful Easter break and were
able to make the most of the glorious sunshine that we have
been fortunate enough to experience over much of the
holidays. A very special warm welcome to our new families
joining us this term.

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Easter Service at St. John’s on the last day of
last term. As usual, the children had prepared their own contributions to the service which
included art, prayers and reflections on Easter. Huge thanks to everyone at church for
making us feel so welcome and to Liz Brown for playing for us once again.

There are lots more clubs available after school again this term for children of all ages
including art club, badminton, basketball, year 6 maths club and running. Some of our
children in Class 3 have also organised an outdoor ‘colouring club’ for all pupils in school
and Ms Chapman runs a lunchtime Homework Club too.

School Uniform:

Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our uniform
survey at the end of this term. Your feedback has been very valuable to
us; we have listened and already actioned our first change.

We are going to phase out the pale-blue PE hoodie immediately and offer
a darker, navy-blue option which is already available via the Coniston
Cooperate website. We are hoping that this option will be more practical
and longer lasting then the original colour. PE hoodies are a very
valuable addition to our uniform, in school, when we are at sporting
competitions and events off site, including our residentials and trips.

Please note that there is no need to purchase the darker alternative for the start “‘
of September 2025. Either option can be worn indefinitely. 5 B

Water Bottles: e\
Please ensure your child has their own named water bottle in school T L
every day so that they can remain hydrated. These can be refilled in V
school as needed.

We request that these bottles have straws or suction drinking mechanisms without
the need to remove the top to drink. This is due to spillages in school that have the
potential to damage electrical equipment and books.




ParentPay:
Thank you to everyone for your support in using our relatively new online payment system.

The office team are working extremely hard to try to ensure the system works efficiently
both for the purposes of office administration, but also for our users. Thanks for your
patience and understanding as we try to iron-out some ongoing hiccups.

It would be really helpful to our office staff if payments for trips and dinners could be made
promptly which would completely remove the need for the office to send out reminders for
overdue payments. Thanks for your support.

Attendance:

This is a very polite reminder that attendance at school is compulsory and that holidays
should not be taken in term time. Please check our school term time dates published on
our website before booking any holiday to ensure your child is not absent from school
unnecessarily. The local authority officers conduct attendance reviews in school every
term and issue fines to parents who take their children out of school for holidays — almost
1000 fixed penalty notices have already been issued this academic year across Cumbria.

Routine medical checks such as dental inspections and eye tests should also been taken
out of school time please.

This week, we have been celebrating good attendance in school. 22 children have received
a prize and their certificate for 100% attendance during the spring term.

Term dates for academic year 2025-6 are already published on our website.

Staff News:

Unfortunately, neither Mrs Haslam nor Mrs Lawless are yet well enough to return to their
roles in school. I am sure you will want to join us in sending them both our best wishes
and hope for a return to full fitness soon.

Nursery Places — September 2025
As we prepare to transition eight of our current Nursery group into Reception for

September, I can advise that the September 25 Nursery application window is how open
and there is guidance and everything that you need to apply for a place for your child on
the school website. Please complete your application in good time to have the best chance
of being allocated your preferred sessions. This is also a good time for parents of Nursery
pupils who are not transferring to Reception, to request any increase in hours from
September. If you have any queries please get in touch.

Sun and Warm Weather Safety:
We are just in the process of reviewing our Sun Safety Protection Policy and will distribute
this to all parents and carers very soon.

In the meantime, please can we ask all parents and carers to:

e Apply sunscreen to your child in the morning before they come to school. Lotions
should not contain any almond or other nut ingredients, they should offer very high
protection: 30+ SPF, and they should be a screen that will last for 12hours+ so that
lotion and repeat application is not required in school.

e For children in EYFS, who may be outside for longer periods, sunscreen can be kept
in school. This should be labelled with the child’s name, handed to the classteacher



on arrival into school. Please also apply lotion in the morning before school, as staff
do not apply sunscreen and can only support and encourage pupils to do this
independently.

e All pupils should have a waterbottle and hat in school. Sunglasses are not suitable to
be worn in school, unless your child has a severe hayfever allergy and the wearing
of glasses reduces irritation to the eyes.

e Children should wear comfortable school shoes, not trainers or pumps, and not open
toe sandals please as these are not appropriate for playing outside.

¢ On occasions when the weather becomes extremely hot, there would be a relaxation
in our uniform expectations and parents/carers would be informed accordingly.

FOLS news:

A huge thank you to all our FOLS members for your support over the academic year so far
- with Pig Racing, the Christmas Fair, The Swimathon that all raised so much for school.
Coming up is a cross-country running event on Friday 13 June. There is a race for
everyone - regardless of your running standard or your age!

Thanks also to FOLS who have also managed to make a further reduction to the cost of our
Brathay adventure days taking place in June. With subsidies from our Sports Premium
from central government too, the cost to parents and carers has been reduced to just £10
per child. The actual cost per child to enjoy experiences like this would be much closer to
£60 per child, so we are so grateful for this support, without which, days like this could not
go ahead.

Our Christian Value for the summer term is Compassion:
The word is stronger in meaning than 'Feeling sorry for someone'; this word is putting

yourself in someone else's shoes and experiencing what they experience. This leads to a
desire to act; to do something. Compassion requires an act of imagination and humility to
share in the lives of others.

'Clothe yourselves in compassion, with kindness, humility, gentleness and patience,’
Colossians 3:12

Diary Events:
Please do take time to check in on our online calendar regularly to ensure you have early

notification of events. This term’s celebration assemblies and other events later in the
term will be added as soon as they are arranged, so watch this space!
Thank you for taking the time to read these important updates.

With my very best wishes
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Jane Farraday



