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Wednesday 21st May 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have all been so very blessed with the recent glorious sunshine and children have
again enjoyed wonderful experiences both in and out of school, with many more trips and
events planned for the second half of the summer term.

This week is the second of two multi-faith weeks this year, with all the classes focusing on

Judaism which involves making comparisons with other religions that we have also studied.
Our assemblies this week focus on inspirational Jewish leaders beginning with brave Esther
who saved her people from death and who is still celebrated today in the Jewish festival of
Purim. All of Class 3 and 4 travel to Manchester to visit the Jewish Museum on Thursday to
enhance their learning and widen their understanding of diversity in Britain society.

"

i a local schools’ rounders tournament at Dallam
Secondary School.

Coming up after half term, we have our adventure days at Brathay, very generously
supported by FOLS; Year six will be visiting Kendal Fire Station for their annual program on
personal safety and responsibility; Class 4 will be learning how to be safe in our rivers and
lakes when we go to Fellfoot with Waterwise; and of course, we have lots of lovely events
coming up later this term, including our musical performances and sporting events, all now
scheduled in our online calendar.

Staff News:

It is wonderful to have Mrs Haslam back in school. No one was more excited than the
children in Class 1 who have missed her enormously. So far, Mrs Haslam'’s return is going
well and we envisage that she will be able to return to her full-time role immediately after
the half term holiday. I am sure parents and carers of children in Class 1 would like to
join me in thanking the Class 1 team who have done their best every day to maintain
excellent pastoral care and quality teaching and learning in Mrs Haslam’s absence.
Particular thanks to Miss Butler, who has worked additional days and taken on greater
responsibility during this period and to Mrs Beetham who joined us on supply back in
February and was persuaded to stay on longer with us when Mrs Haslam'’s return was
delayed.

It is with a heavy heart that I also share the news that Mrs Coker will leave us at the end
of the summer term to begin a new chapter of her life as she begins her well-deserved
early retirement. She has worked in her role as School Business Manager at Levens School
since her children were pupils here just over 18 years ago and throughout that time has
been committed, passionate and determined to do the very best for the children and their



families here. Her contribution has gone well beyond the parameters of her job
description - she has made such a difference to this school that will continue to benefit the
pupils of Levens CE School for years to come. She has played a very key part in the
leadership of the school, particularly in her knowledge and expertise in financial
management, Health and Safety and maintenance of school buildings and resources.

I know that she has many exciting things planned already which I am sure we will all learn
more about over the next few weeks and as you might expect, in true Levens style, we will
be planning some lovely things for her as we approach the end of term - despite her
determination to slip away quietly.

School Uniform:

Reminder that if you wish to purchase new uniform from our suppliers at Coniston
Corporate, now would be a good time to get your orders in to guarantee delivery before
the end of term.

Our new navy-blue PE hoodies with our School logo are also available and are part of our
required uniform for all pupils from year one upwards. Our pale blue hoodies can also be
worn and there is no expectation that these are replaced with our new alternative at any
time soon.

Reminder please that children are permitted to have their ears pierced and can wear one
stud in each ear. Please note that if you are considering a piercing for your child soon, the
start of the summer holidays is the best time in order to enable them to heal and then be
removed for PE by the start of the autumn term.

Pre-loved uniform swap will be available after school this Friday from 3pm. Please send in
any clean out-grown uniform on Friday morning and ensure hames have been removed.

Nursery Applications:
Please note that our nursery application window is open for children due to start in

September 2025. We have places available across the week as eight of our current Nursery
children look forward to moving into Reception next term. The Class 1 team are now
beginning enhanced transition arrangements for their new starters in both Nursery and
Reception.

For the few families who need to pay for excess Nursery hours rather than have them
centrally funded, please note that our Nursery charges will increase to £6.25 per hour, or
£18.75 per full session from 1%t September 2025.

Transition Arrangements for next term:
Later this term, all our pupils will have their usual moving up day where they experience a

whole morning with their new class. For those moving to a new classroom and being
taught by a new teacher, this is an extremely valuable settling in session. Meanwhile
transition arrangements for our eight year six leavers has started and they are all looking
forward to a day at their chosen secondary school. This year we have children moving to
Cartmel Priory, Dallam, QES and Kirkbie Kendal.



Sun Safety:
We have been so incredibly lucky to have such gorgeous weather over the

last few weeks - I just hope we have some sunshine left for the summer
holidays! Thank you for all your support with keeping our children
hydrated, cool and well protected from UV rays with hats and high factor
sun screen.

School have purchased a set of legionnaire-style caps and bucket hats so that children can
borrow a school hat should they have forgotten their own. Each classroom also has an
emergency bottle of sun screen for children to use if they have not got their own in school.

Very recently, a new sail shade and small seating area has been commissioned. This will
provide some much-needed shade without compromising any of the of the space for active
play. We anticipate that this will be installed over the summer holidays.

News from our ‘Artist in Residence’:

Bob’s latest exhibition, titled ‘Good Souls’ can be seen in the courtyard at Holker Hall from
now until October. It’s all about local Cumbrian people overcoming challenge and making
a difference in our communities. Our friend, Nigel Edmondson, who supports our clay
projects in school, is one of the ten worthy subjects. See details here.

Bob is also running another family painting workshop in the half term holidays at Beetham
Nurseries — again details can be found here.

Diary Events:
More events are being added to the diary so please keep checking back for updates.

Recent confirmed events are both infant and junior sports mornings; The Leavers’ Service
at St. John’s; our music extravaganza when all our pianists and violinists perform.
Please note that we finish this Friday at the usual time of 3.15pm.

The last day of this academic year is Friday 18%" July at 2pm.

Thank you for taking the time to read these important updates. On behalf of everyone at
School, we wish you all a happy, healthy and sunny half term break and we look forward to
seeing you back on Monday 2" June.

With my very best wishes

Jane Farraday


https://www.holker.co.uk/whats_on/good-souls-exhibition/
https://www.beethamnurseries.co.uk/webshop/events/12724/family-art-morning-workshop-may-2025

