
 

 

 

 

Curriculum Milestones - Geography  

  Understanding the World  

 

 Use simple language connected to here and now  
Begin to understand the need to care for the natural environment and living things.   

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have seen in photos or experienced.   
Follow instructions which include positional and directional language. 

Describe their surroundings through a range of different sources including photographs, books, poems, songs and pictures.   
Begin to use senses to make sense of their surroundings.   

VOCABULARY 

Talk about what they see. 

Use a wider range of vocabulary. 

Understand and respond to why questions (using because) 

Use longer sentences of 4-6 words. 

Learn new vocabulary. 

 

 Comment and ask questions to find out more and check understanding.  
Use geographical vocabulary when talking about places in the world and their locality.   

Describe key places in the local area   
Explain how things work and why they might happen.  

Recognise and describe different places that they have learnt about through non-fiction texts, stories, maps, visits and visitors.   
Experience non-fiction texts to develop new knowledge and vocabulary.   

Describe simple routes such as their journey to school.   
Use directional language including in front, behind, next to.   

Express views about how to look after our planet and local environment.   
Begin to recognise differences and similarities between life in this country and other countries.  Explore 

the natural world around them.  
Develop use their senses to describe the outdoors.  

Recognise some environments that are different to their own.   
Use simple maps to find hidden items and location.  

VOCABULARY 

Street, house, bungalow, school, church, zebra crossing, traffic lights, bridge, left, right, forwards, backwards, above, under, tunnel, roundabout, map, detached, semi-detached, lorry, bus, car, train, 

aeroplane, long, short 

 
 Locational and Place Knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  



 

 

 

 
 •  

•  
•  

Develop their sense of place within our locality.   
Begin to understand that places change over time. 

Begin to recognise and name continents and 

oceans.  
Name and identify the countries of the UK. Identify 

the location of The North and South Pole, and The 

Equator.   

 
Vocabulary 

England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, North Pole, 

South Pole, Equator, change, continent, ocean, 

Levens, Cumbria 

• Identify hot and cold areas of the planet.   
• Use geographical vocabulary to describe key 

physical and human features including city, town, 
village, farm, forest, wood, river, coast etc.  

• Name and describe the weather of different 
seasons.   

• Begin to develop greater awareness of pollution 

on environment.   
 

Vocabulary 

Hot, Cold, physical, human, city, town, village, farm, forest, 

wood, river, coast, seasons, winter, spring, summer, 

autumn, wind, rain, snow, hail, fog, wet, dry, hot, cold, 

temperature, sun, cloud, pollution, environment, landmark, 

travel, journey, building, transport, near, far, wide, narrow, 

junction, desert months of the year 

• Use points of a compass to describe position 
and routes in our school grounds– near, far, left, 
right, NWES  

• Know that maps and aerial photographs are 
plan views taken from above.   

• Devise simple maps of our school and 
surroundings.   

• Use technologies to observer and record the 
immediate environment.   

• Begin to use atlases and globes to make sense 
of the world.  

• Observe and describe daily weather patterns.  
• Use simple fieldwork observations to describe 

and record geography of our school and locality. 
 
Vocabulary  

North, South, East and West, near, far, left, right, map, 

aerial photograph, fieldwork, observe, globe, patterns, 

observe, record, plan, same, different 
 

 

• 

 •  

•  

Identify and describe how places change over time.  

Name and locate the continents and oceans.  

Name, locate and describe some of the key features 

of the 4 countries, capitals and the surrounding 
seas of the UK.  

Know and describe the location of places in relation 

to the position of the Poles and the Equator.   

 

Vocabulary 

Asia, Africa, North America, South America, 

Antarctica, Europe, Australia, Pacific Ocean, Atlantic 

Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean, Arctic 

Ocean, London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast, Dublin, 

Irish Sea, English Channel, North Sea, coast, 

Kalahari, Sahara, oasis, loch 

•  

•  

•  

•  

Begin to identify and describe human and 
physical features using geographical vocabulary. 

Develop awareness of how climate change can 
affect the weather.  

Begin to understand and describe how human 
activity can the environment in positive and 
negative ways.  

Know that life in areas with different climates is 

different – humans, animals and plants.   

 

Vocabulary 

Climate, positive, negative, climate change, soil, 

port, location, route, landscape, cliff, hill, river, 

vegetation, harbour, local, distant, address, 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Use simple compass directions and locational 
language to describe features and routes in our 
locality.   
Use maps, globes and aerial photographs to 
identify features and follow routes.   
Devise own symbols and keys in simple maps.  
Retrieve information from atlases and globes. 

Make and use simple equipment to measure 

and record daily weather patterns.  
Use fieldwork and observational skills to study 

geography of the school and its surrounding 

environment.   

 

Vocabulary 

Aerial view, behind, measure 



 

 

 

seasonal, factory, forecast, dune, humid, thunder, 

population 

 

•  

•  

•  

•  

Name and locate the Tropics in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Pole. Identify 
the location of different places and countries 
in relation to Equator, Poles and the Tropics.   
Locate the continents of North and South America 
and some of their countries.   
Know the location and describe the key features of 

The Amazon using geographical vocabulary.   

 

Vocabulary 

Northern and Southern hemisphere, Tropic of 

Cancer and Capricorn, continents, oceans, human, 

physical features, Amazon River and Rainforest, 

Andes, Buenos Aires, tropical, longitude, latitude, 

climate zone,  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Describe and compare the physical and human 
features of different areas using increasing 
geographical vocabulary.   
Know and describe the factors that can affect 
land use.   
Begin to recognise that physical and human 
features can determine location of settlements 
and landuse e.g. farming, mining, fishing, 
tourism, rivers etc.   
Name and describe different types of 

topographical features – mountains, hills, coasts 

and rivers with increasing understanding.   

 

Vocabulary 

Warm, wet, precipitation, evaporation, 

condensation, run-off, layers, emergent, canopy, 

under storey, shrub layer, forest floor tributary, 

flow, slash and burn, deforestation, global 

warming, indigenous people, habitats, threats, 

loss, erosion, weathering, source, channel, river, 

sea, deposition, soil, land use, volcano, 

earthquake, plate tectonics, government 

•  

•  

•  

•  

 

Use four points of a compass to describe 
location of different regions and places. 
Recognise and describe the different features of 
settlements using maps and aerial photographs.   
Begin to understand the concept of scale in 
maps and atlases.   
Draw and annotate own maps using information 
from aerial photographs and digital mapping 
tools etc.   
Collect and present data in different ways.  
 
Vocabulary  

Sketch, fieldwork, diagram, compass, North 

East, North West, South East, South West 



 

 

 

 

•  

•  

•  

•  

Name and locate the main islands surrounding the  
British Isles.   
Identify and locate an increasing number of cities 
(other than capitals) across the UK.   
Describe and locate the countries and capital cities 
of South and North America.   
Locate and name some of the major mountain 

ranges and volcanoes in the world in relation to the 

northern and southern hemispheres.   

 

Vocabulary 

Cities, Manchester, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, 

Liverpool, Glasgow, counties, Alps, Andes, mountain 

range, Ring of Fire, Orkney, Isle of Man, Channel 

Islands, Snowdon,  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Identify and describe key features of hamlet, 
village, town, city, megacity.   
Identify different types of mountains and how 
they were formed – dome, fault-block, volcanic 
and fold.   
Describe different physical processes including 
the water cycle, earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions.   
Understand how people and settlements adapt to 
the physical surroundings e.g. living near 
volcanos.   
Identify the features of rivers using key 
vocabulary.  
Have an increasing concern and awareness of 

climate change – deforestation.   

 

Vocabulary 

Transpiration, spring, channel, mouth, tributary, 

water shed, river basin, floodplain, waterfall, 

meander, ground water, run-off, ox-bow lake, 

deforestation, water cycle, dome, fault, volcanic 

and old mountain, Mount Everest, Megacity, 

adapt, global warming, natural resources, fertile, 

urban, rural, hemisphere, transport, tourism, 

magma, lava, peak, ridge, glacier, moraine,   

Himalayan Mountain Range, inner core, outer 

core, mantle, crust  

Tectonic plates  

• Eurasian  

• Pacific  

• Indo-Australian  

• Antarctic  

• Nazca  

• North American  

• South American  

• African  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Find and retrieve relevant information from 
atlases with increasing independence.   
Read and interpret different scales when using a 
range of different maps, atlases and digital 
technologies.   
Recognise symbols and locate features on OS 
Maps.   
Understand that different types of maps are 
used to present different information – e.g 

population, climate, physical features, political.  
Draw and label simple field sketches of different 

localities.   
Use a wider range of geographical vocabulary to 

describe and label maps and field sketches.   

 

Vocabulary 

Grid reference, satellite, scale, distance, survey, 

symbol 



 

 

 

 

 

 

•  

•  

•  

•  

Know, locate and describe using geographical 
language the location of countries and cities in an 
increasing number of locations.   

Know and describe places in relation to the 
northern and southern hemispheres; Greenwich 
Meridian Line, Arctic and Antarctic etc.  Understand 
why and how time is different in different parts of 
the world.   

Understand how different regions can be defined 

and mapped by their ecology – biomes, vegetation 

belts etc.   

 

Vocabulary 

Climate zones, vegetation belts, biome, Greenwich, 

Meridian Line, Arctic, Antarctic, climate zones 

•  

•  

•  

•  

Understand and explain in detail how settlements 
in different locations grow, develop and change 
over time.   

Understand the importance of transport links for 
trade and economy in the world.   

Describe the key physical and human features of 
different locations.   

Understand and describe in detail how physical 

factors and economic activity affect land use.   

 

Vocabulary 

Features, contour lines, natural, population, 

settlement, industrial, development, ecosystem,  

impact, valley, hill, cliff, slope, plain, plateau, 

steep/shallow, lake, fell/mountain, treeline, ridge, 

bank/shore, jetty, seafarers, arable, pastoral, 

mixed, farming, hill farming, crofting, trade, 

import/export, producer/importer 

 

 

 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Read and interpret a range of different types of 
maps of the same locality to describe locations 
– population, physical features, climate.   
understand longitude and latitude using atlases 
and maps.   
Use an atlas with increasing confidence to 
locate specific information and draw 
comparisons.   
Use four figure grid references to identify key 
landmarks on OS Maps.   
Read and interpret an increasing number of 

symbols on OS maps.   



 

 

 

     • Collect, record and interpret data in our locality 

on different themes.   

     •  Use 8 points of a compass and maps to identify 

landmarks and follow routes.   

 

Vocabulary 

OS map, compare, grid reference, contour line, 

elevation, landscape, annual, 

average, climate, precipitation, 

weather stations, data, symbol 

 

 

 

•  

•  

•  

Know, locate and describe using geographical 
vocabulary an extensive range of places in the 
world.  

Recognise and describe how locations have changed 
over time due to various factors including climate 
change.   
Recognise, describe and calculate different time 

zones in different locations and places around the 

world.   

 

Vocabulary 

Time zones, equatorial, subterranean 

•  

•  

•  

Use a range of geographical vocabulary to identify 
and describe similarities and differences between 
locations.    

Know and describe how different human 
activities impact the environment.   

Explain some links between people, places and 

environments.   

 

Vocabulary 

Migrate, disperse, sustainability, natural 

resources, congestion, immigration, renewable, 

conservation, pollution, export, import 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Describe different regions using photos, aerial 

photographs, maps, digital resources.  Use 6 
figure grid references to identify key 
landmarks on OS maps.   
Read, interpret and present contours on OS 
maps in different ways.   
Devise field sketches from maps, photographs 
and digital technologies.   
Choose appropriate ways in which to collect, 
record and interpret data accurately.  
Use data to make observations and draw 

conclusions.   

     •  Use maps and compasses to describe locations 

and determine appropriate routes.   
Vocabulary 

Ordnance Survey, compass bearing, pole, 

magnetic/true north. 

  


