
Levens CE School Phonics Progression 
Nursery – Year Two 

Nursery phonics yearly progression 
Phase 1  

Autumn 1 
Aspect 1 

environmental 
sounds – general 

sound discrimination 
 
 
 
 

Autumn 2 
Aspect 2 – 

instrumental sounds 
– general sound 
discrimination 

 
Aspect 3 – body 

percussion – general 
sound discrimination 

Spring 1 
Aspect 4 – rhythm 

and rhyme 

Spring 2 
Aspect 5: alliteration 

Summer 1 
Aspect 6: voice 

sounds 

Summer 2 
Aspect 7: Oral 
blending and 
segmenting 

Reception yearly progression 
Phases 2/3/4 

Autumn 1 
Phase 2 set 1 
Phase 2 set 2 
Phase 2 set 3 

 
 

Read phase 2 tricky 
words 

 
 

Learn letter names 
alongside sounds 

 

Autumn 2 
Phase 2 set 4 
Phase 2 set 5 
Phase 3 set 6 
Phase 3 set 7 

 
Read phase 3 tricky 

words 
 

Spell phase 2 tricky 
words 

 
Learn letter names 
alongside sounds 

Spring 1 
Phase 3 –  

sh, ch, th, ng, ai, ee, 
igh, oa, oo/oo 

 
 

Read and spell phase 
3 tricky words 

Spring 2 
Phase 3 -  

 ur, ar, or, ur, ow, oi,  
 
 
 

Read and spell phase 
3 tricky words 

Summer 1 
 

ear, air, ure, er 
 
 
 

Read phase 4 tricky 
words 

 

Summer 2 
 

Phase 4 
 
 
 

Read and begin to 
spell phase 4 tricky 

words 

Year One yearly progression 
Phases 4/5 



Levens CE School Phonics Progression 
Nursery – Year Two 

Autumn 1 
Phase 4 

 
ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, 

 
Spell phase 4 tricky 

words  
Read phase 5 tricky 

words 

Autumn 2 
 

ue/ue, aw, wh, ph, 
ew/ew, oe, au, ey  

 
Read phase 5 tricky 

words 

Spring 1 
 
 a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-

e/u-e 
 

Spell phase 5 tricky 
words 

Spring 2 
 

Alternative spelling 
and pronunciation 

for graphemes 
 

Reading high-
frequency (common) 

words 

Summer 1 
 

Reading two and 
three-syllable words 

 
Alternative spellings 

for phonemes 

Summer 2 
 

Practise spelling high 
frequency words 

 
Alternative spellings 

for phonemes 
 

Spelling two and 
three-syllable words 

Year Two yearly progression  
Phase 6 

Autumn 1 
Homophones  
Phase 5 GPCs  
proofreading 

Autumn 2 
Adding suffixes 

Common exception 
words  

Homophones 
‘ge’ and ‘dge’ words  

/s/sound spelt ‘c’ 
before ‘e’, ‘i’ and ‘y’ 

Spring 1 
‘kn and ‘gn’ sounds 

Strategies for spelling 
long words 

Contractions 
Adding endings to 

words 
Near homophones 
Common exception 

words 
Sounds spelt ‘wr’  

Spring 2 
Finding and learning 
the difficult bits in 

words 
Finding syllables in 

words 
Adding ‘es’ to nouns 

and verbs 
Possessive 
apostrophe  

Adding suffixes  

Summer 1 
Words ending in ‘-

tion’  
Proofreading  

Adding endings to 
words 

Alternative spellings 
Strategies to learn 

words 

Summer 2 
Homophones 

Common exception 
words 

Alternative spellings 
for words. 

 

 


